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2017 Gold Ribbon Awards
(part 2)

The Galveston County Health District
(GCHD) is happy to announce the winners
of the 2017 Gold Ribbon Awards and new
criteria for future awards. The 21st annual
awards recognized 69 food service estab-
lishments for exemplary food safety prac-
tices.

“These awards are a way for us to recog-
nize food establishments with sanitation
programs that go above and beyond the
minimum requirements,” said Martin En-
tringer, GCHD Consumer Health Services
manager. “Establishments that earn these
awards take protecting the health of their
customers very seriously.”

Gold Ribbon Award winners met the fol-
lowing criteria during the previous calen-
dar year:

e No critical food temperature violations
e No confirmed foodborne illness cases
e At least one trained food service man-

ager and properly certified food han-
dlers are employed by the establish-
ment

e Annual average demerit score of no

more than five points.

e Cleaning and maintenance program

that prevents recurring violations.

e Ongoing internal food safety training

program

e Shows special efforts by using self-

inspections, refrigerator/freezer logs,
operations manuals or similar aids to
help comply with regulations.

GOLD RIBBONS continues on pg. 6

Community Encouraged to
Participate in Breastfeeding Event

The Women, Infants and

Children (WIC) division of

the Galveston County

Health District encourages

breastfeeding mothers,

their friends, family and community to

participate in the Big Latch On event on
Friday, August 4, 2017.

The annual event is an opportunity for
mothers to come together at registered
locations around the world to simultane-
ously breastfeed with tens of thousands
of others.

“This event is a great opportunity to
bring families together in support of
breastfeeding,” said GCHD WIC
breastfeeding peer counselor Tamara
Moody. “Our hope is to increase

LATCH ON continues on pg. 3

GAAA Leads EMS Staging in
Multi-Agency Hurricane Dirill

The Galveston Area Ambu-
lance Authority (GAAA) re-
cently led EMS staging
efforts during a regional

hurricane preparedness drill.

The drill, for the mock “Hurricane Char-
lie,” is led by the Texas Department of
Public Safety’s Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management.

“GAAA was proud to have a leadership
role in this important exercise,” said
GAAA EMS administrator Nathan Jung.
“Over the past two years our agency has
worked to increase readiness for disas-
ters by participating in drills like this.”

The EMS portion of the multi-agency
week-long exercise occurred on June 7
at the Mid-County Annex in Texas City.

HURRICANE DRILL continues on pg. 3
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Phone Bank Successfully Tested — Again

The ability of the Galveston County Health District to quickly assemble
and operate an emergency phone bank was again successfully tested in
June.

The drill, focusing on Zika, was the first to be conducted unannounced to
staff, who started responding to the site within a minute of the call down.
Additionally, IT was able to set up the technology quickly and efficiently.

The phone bank is part of the GCHD Zika Infection Prevention Intervention
Team (ZIPIT) plan.

The plan, which includes Galveston County Mosquito Control and the
county Office of Emergency Management, would be utilized in the event of
local Zika virus transmission.

This was the second Zika phone bank drill within the past year. The most
recent time the phone back was utilized was during the Ebola scare in 2014.

GCHD Launches Second Zika
Prevention Awareness Video

Have you seen the latest Zika prevention vid-
eo from the Galveston County Health District?

The animated video focuses on protecting
pregnancies from Zika. It’s being utilized on all
GCHD public engagement platforms as well as
local movie theaters. Additionally, the video is
on municipal platforms, including city cable TV
channels.

You'll soon also notice it and other GCHD Zika
advertising as you browse popular websites.

The video supplements GCHD'’s ongoing large
Zika prevention awareness campaign efforts
which include another video, billboards, online
graphics, newspaper and newsletter ads, flyers,
brochures and other outreach efforts.

See the video and valuable information about
Zika at www.gchd.org/zika.
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GCHD WIC Recognizes Local
Breastfeeding Friendly Establishments

Galveston County Health District WIC is happy to
recognize several local establishments for their com-
mitment to being friendly and welcoming environ-
ments for breastfeeding mothers.

Children’s Coalition in Galveston, Coffee Connec-
tion in Texas City, Dickinson Bar-B-Que & Steakhouse
in Dickinson, Mosquito Café in Galveston, Patty Cakes
Bakery in Galveston, and Tres Soles Meat Market in
Dickinson participate in the initiative.

Addresses and contact information for each of
these establishments, which proudly display the
"Breastfeeding Friendly Establishment" decal, is avail-
able at www.gchd.org/wic.

LATCH ON cont. from pg. 1

breastfeeding rates in our county, normalize breastfeeding
and support our mothers no matter the length of time of
their breastfeeding journey.”

The GCHD event will be held at the Mid-County Annex in
Texas City on Friday, August 4, 2017 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. The latch on begins at 10:30 a.m. but participants
should arrive at least 30 minutes early to properly register
for the worldwide count. The event will include free activi-
ties for children, including crafts, face painting and games.

The Big Latch on is held during National Breastfeeding
Week, August 1-7. Nearly 18,000 woman participated in the
2016 event, representing 758 locations in 28 countries.

HURRICANE DRILL continued from page 1

During a large scale emergency, the MCA would serve as the staging location for ambulances to be deployed across Galveston

and Brazoria counties, under the guidance of GAAA.

“For GAAA, the planning and preparation wasn't finished with the conclusion of the drill,” Jung continued. “We also conducted

our own internal tabletop exercise to be sure everything operates

smoothly and efficiently in the event of an actual emergency.”

The mock “Hurricane Charlie” is a category 3 hurricane with a 20-foot
storm surge that makes landfall just west of Galveston, enabling local,
state, federal and private sector emergency management partners to

practice evacuation, sheltering and continuity of operations.
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ARC Dogs Featured on National Television Show Out and About in the Community
Dogs from the Galveston County Animal Resource Center (ARC) are now Being out in the community is a d.aily. function
being featured in a national television show at no cost. of the Galveston County Health District. Many

outings involve community outreach events.

The Adoption Show on DOGTV features dogs from shelters and rescues .
Below are just two examples from June.

across the country. Billing itself as “the first TV channel for dogs,” DOGTV
is available on DIRECTV, Xfinity Comcast, RCN, and in 14 countries around

the world. - Public health
Noodle was the first ARC dog to be featured on the show, appearing in nurse Kelly Kanon
episode three. Each weekly episode features 8-10 dogs. and Galveston
The Adoption Show airs Fridays on DIRECTV, Xfinity Comcast, RCN and is County Locja/
also available on dogtv.com. Health  Authority

Dr. Philip Keiser at
the 66th Annual
Conference on Ad-
vances in Pediat-
rics in Galveston.

- Medical Reserve
Corps  volunteer
coordinator Rich-
ard  Pierce at
the City of Texas
City Hurricane
Town Hall.

Find GCHD on
social media
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GCHD Employees Gather for Town Hall

Clad in sunglasses and leis, surrounded by tropical decorations,
with fruit snacks and punch in hand, Galveston County Health Dis-
trict staff gathered in June for the latest Public Health Employee
Town Hall.

The town halls are an opportunity to update staff on important
topics and events. June’s event primarily focused on the GCHD
Strategic Health Plan, but also included updates on HR topics,
communication and Zika.

The employee town halls are funded entirely by manager and
employee donations. Approximately 160 employees attended the
June town hall, which was videotaped and made available to em-
ployees.

The GCHD Strategic Health Plan is available at gchd.org/shp.

Keep Your Cool in Hot Weather

Heat-related deaths and illnesses are preventable. Despite this fact,
around 618 people in the United States are killed by extreme heat
every year.

Everyone should take these steps to prevent heat-related illnesses,
injuries, and deaths during hot weather:

e Stayin an air-conditioned indoor location as much as possible.
e Drink plenty of fluids even if you don't feel thirsty.

e Schedule outdoor activities carefully.

e Wear loose, lightweight, light-colored clothing and sunscreen.
e Pace yourself.

e Take cool showers or baths to cool down.

e Check on a friend or neighbor and have someone do the same for
you.

e Never leave children or pets in cars.
e Check the local news for health and safety updates.
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2017 Gold Ribbon Awards

Continued from Page 1

Bacliff: K.E. Little Elementary School
Crystal Beach: Crenshaw Elementary and Middle School

Dickinson: Barber Middle School, Bay Colony Elementary School, Dickinson High School, Dunbar Middle School, Hughes
Elementary School, Kid City Child Care, Kid City #2 Child Care, McAdams Jr. High School, Silbernagel Elementary School

Friendswood: Brookside Intermediate School, C.W. Cline Primary School, Friendswood Jr. High, Westwood Elementary
School, Windsong Intermediate School, Zue S. Bales Intermediate School

Galveston: AIM College & Career Preparatory, Gladnieo Parker Elementary School, Oppe Elementary Magnet Campus of
Coastal Studies, Austin Middle School, Ball High School, Central Middle School, Coastal Village Elementary School, Coastal
Village Middle School, Koala Kare Day Care Center, L.A. Morgan Elementary Magnet School of Science and Engineering,
Shrimp ‘N Stuff

Hitchcock: Hitchcock High School
Kemah: Lavace Stewart Elementary School, Tutti Frutti Frozen Yogurt
La Marque: Mama Frances Soul Kitchen

League City: Five Guys Burgers & Fries, Victory Lakes Intermediate School, Art & Pat Goforth Elementary, Calder Road
Elementary School, Clear Creek High School, Clear Creek Intermediate School, Clear Spring High School, Creekside
Intermediate School, Gilmore Elementary School, Bauerschlag Elementary School, Hyde Elementary School, Ross Elementary
School, League City Elementary School, League City Intermediate School, Furguson Elementary School, Ludwig Catering,
Primrose School of League City at Victory Lakes, Parr Elementary School, Regent Care Center, Hall Elementary School, Kiddie
Academy Educational Child Care, Mossman Elementary, Children’s Lighthouse Learning Center

San Leon: San Leon Elementary School

Santa Fe: Kubacak Elementary School, R.J. Wollam Elementary School, Santa Fe Jr. High School, Santa Fe High School,
Elizabeth Yaws Cowan Education Center

Texas City: Ashton Parke Care Center, Blocker Middle School, College of the Mainland Child Development Lab School,
Heights Elementary School, Kohfeldt Elementary School, Levi Fry Intermediate School, Northside Elementary School,

In an effort to promote food safety among all types of establishments, GCHD has chosen to restructure the criteria
used to select recipients of the awards. Starting with the 2018 Gold Ribbon Awards, only the top 5% of establishments in
categories including restaurants, bars, convenience stores, schools and mobile units will be eligible. Additionally, win-
ners:

Must have no item 1-6 priority violations

Must not have any confirmed consumer complaints

Must have no voluntary or forced establishment closures due to inspection findings
Must have no court complaints filed

Must have no pre-enforcement meetings held

Must pay applicable permit fees on time

Must have operated the entire year in review

Although the traditional award ceremony did not occur this year, the event will return in April 2018. Additional infor-
mation about the awards will be available at www.gchd.org/goldribbon as the ceremony approaches.

“We are excited that our 22nd annual award ceremony will bring in a new era of the Gold Ribbon Awards,” said Kathy
Barroso, GCHD CEO. “By expanding the category structure and developing more specific criteria, we hope to encourage
more participation and recognize those establishments that go above and beyond to ensure the health of consumers in
our county”.

GCHD sanitarians routinely inspect more than 1,800 retail food stores, mobile food units, and roadside vendors in the
county for compliance with safety regulations.




