GALVESTON COUNTY
ANIMAL SERVICES AGREEMENT

State of Texas

won Lo Lon

County of Galveston

I. PREAMBLE

THIS AGREEMENT is entered into by and between the County of Galveston, Texas (the
“County”), the Galveston County Health District (“GCHD”), the City of Bayou Vista (“Bayou Vista”),
the City of Hitchcock (“Hitchcock™), the City of Kemah (“Kemah™), the City of La Marque (“La
Marque”), the Village of Tiki Island (“Tiki”) and the City of Texas City (“Texas City”).

Bayou Vista, Hitchcock, Kemah, La Marque, Tiki and Texas City, all of which are municipalities
located within the County, are herein referred collectively to as the “Cities.”

GCHD, the County, and the Cities (collectively “Parties™) enter into this Interlocal Agreement
under the authority of the Interlocal Cooperation Act (the “Act™), Chapter 791 of the Texas Government
Code, as amended. The Parties wish to enter into an agreement for GCHD’s provision of animal shelter
and/or field animal control services through the Galveston County Health District Animal Resource
Center (the “Center”).

The County and Cities understand that the Center currently operates and maintains centralized
animal sheltering services and animal field control services for the purpose of reducing general animal
control problems in the County and Cities, and that these municipalities, acting individually, shall retain
the right to elect whether they receive provisions to either one or both of the aforementioned services
through the Center, so long as notification of this choice is conveyed to GCHD in accordance with
Section III of this Agreement. Sheltering procedures will include, but are not limited to, harboring and
caring for stray and/or unwanted animals, promoting the adoption of animals, administering pet
registrations and microchipping, promoting relevant community events and volunteer services, reporting
human exposure to rabies, quarantining and testing biting animals, maintaining population control
through the humane administration of euthanasia in accordance with the Animal Services’ Policy manual,
facilitating crematory services, and carrying out all other services pertinent to animal shelters as
prescribed by Chapters 821, 822, 823, 826, 828 and 829 of the Texas Health and Safety Code.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants set forth hereinafter, GCHD, the
County and the Cities agree as follows:
I1. SCOPE OF SERVICES

A. Preamble constitutes contractual provisions. The Parties agree that the provisions set forth in the
Preamble above are true and correct and constitute contractual provisions of this Agreement.

B. GCHD Responsibilities
In accordance with this Agreement, GCHD consents to:
1. Securing and maintaining valid certification with the Texas Department of State Health Services

for all pertinent animal control and quarantine services.
2. Its designation as the local animal control authority by the Cities and the County.

Galveston County Animal Services Interlocal Agreement Page | 1



GALVESTON COUNTY
ANIMAL SERVICES AGREEMENT

3. Serving as the local rabies control authority on behalf of the Cities and the County, as authorized
by Chapter 826 of the Texas Health and Safety Code.

4. Adhering to all Animal Services Advisory Committee (the “Committee”) authority regulations, as
authorized by Chapter 823 of the Texas Health and Safety Code.

5. Overseeing daily operations of the Center and associated field work.

6. Managing the Center and governing the Committee in accordance with the procedures as set forth
by the official Committee Bylaws and/or the Policy/Order.

7. Proactively and continuously seeking funding streams and partnerships with outside parties in an
attempt to generate additional resources for the Center.

8. Unless proper notice is provided in accordance with Section III of this Agreement, GCHD shall
render sheltering services and field animal control services to all Parties hereto. The elements
encompassed within the provisions of these services shall include, but not be limited to:

a. Sheltermg services will include:

i
ii.
iii.

Sheltering and care of stray and unwanted animals;
Quarantine services;
Humane euthanasia of unwanted, sick, injured, and unadoptable animals;

iv. Administration of redemption of owned animals;
v. Administration of animal adoptions;
vi. Administration of pet registrations;
vii. Registration of rescue organizations;
viii. Administration of community education and volunteer services; and
ix. Cremation services.

b. Field animal control services shall include, but not be limited to:

i
ii.

iii.

Dispatching all calls for service to certified animal control officers;
Investigating animal bites on both humans and other animals, and assuring the
proper quarantining of biting animals;

Investigating civil animal cruelties (improper sheltering, abuse, etc.);

iv. Assisting authorities in commencing court ordered seizures;
v. Filing civil complaints in the courts of proper jurisdiction; and
vi. Investigating, documenting and briefing the Center’s Animal Services Manager

on potential dangerous dog declarations.

9. Devising the Animal Services Funding Formula, with recommendations by all Parties to the
Agreement, prior to its effectuation, and which shall be affixed to this Agreement as Attachment
A and incorporated herein for all purposes.

C. County and City Responsibilities

In accordance with this Agreement, the County and Cities consent to:

1. Appointing GCHD as the local animal control authority and local rabies control authority which
shall render services on behalf of the County and Cities.

2. Permitting GCHD primary control, administration, and direction of policies and operations of the
Center, except as otherwise provided by this Agreement.

3. Complying with Committee membership responsibilities as set forth in the official Committee
Bylaws and/or Policy/Order manual.
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Remunerating GCHD in the amount determined by the Animal Services Funding Formula, which
shall be devised by GCHD’s Chief Executive Officer and/or designee, and presented to all Parties
to the Agreement.
a. The Animal Services Funding Formula, once finalized, will become a binding part of this
Agreement and shall be affixed to the Agreement as Attachment A, which shall be
incorporated herein for all purposes.
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III. INDEMNITY

To the extent allowed under applicable law, the County and Cities agree to hold harmless,
indemnify and defend GCHD and its employees, agents, officers and servants from any and all lawsuits,
claims, demands and causes of action of any kind arising from the negligent or intentional acts, errors or
omissions of the County or Cities, their officers, employees or agents with respect to services rendered
under the scope this Agreement.

Respectively, to the extent allowed under applicable law, GCHD agrees to hold harmless,
indemnify and defend the County and Cities and their employees, agents, officers and servants from any
and all lawsuits, claims, demands and causes of action of any kind arising from the negligent or
intentional acts, errors or omissions of GCHD, its officers, employees, or agents with respect to services
rendered under the scope this Agreement.

IV. TERM, TERMINATION AND AMENDMENT OF SERVICES

The terms of this Agreement shall commence on October 1, 2016 and end on September 30,
2017. Thereafter, the Agreement shall automatically renew on an annual basis.

Any Party shall retain the right to terminate or limit the services it receives through its
participation in this Agreement solely to that of either field or shelter services by providing written notice
of termination or amendment to GCHD’s Chief Executive Officer at least six (6) months prior to the end
of the Agreement’s term, which parallels GCHD’s fiscal year (October 1 — September 30). A Party may
terminate or amend services prior to the end of the fiscal year so long as said Party provides at least six
(6) months prior notice of the change; however, the Party is still mandated to fulfill its complete
compensatory obligation through the conclusion of the Agreement’s fiscal year and as defined in
Attachment A. Such termination or amendment notice must be authorized by the governing body of the
terminating or amending party and signed by the party’s authorized official. The terminating or amending
party shall specify the effective date of termination or amendment within the notice. The termination or
amendment shall not relieve the terminating or amending party of any obligation incurred by the Party
prior to the effective date of termination or service change. GCHD shall provide a copy of the notice of
termination or amendment terms to the authorized official of all Parties to the Agreement within thirty
(30) days of receiving said notice. Withdrawal or amendment by, or removal of a party, shall not
terminate this Agreement to non-terminating or non-amending Parties.

V. APPORTIONMENT OF COSTS UPON CHANGE OF PARTIES OR SERVICE PROVISIONS
A. Reduction of or Change in Service Provisions to Current Parties

Should there be a reduction of current Parties to the Agreement or change in the provision of
services rendered to a current Party to the Agreement, GCHD’s Chief Executive Officer and/or designee
shall be tasked with amending the Animal Services Funding Formula for the following fiscal year and
presenting said formula to all remaining Parties for review and deliberation prior to its effectuation. Upon
finalization, the revised Funding Formula shall replace the existing one, affixed to this Agreement as
Attachment A, which shall then become operative at the start of the new fiscal year.
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B. Addition of New Municipalities

Should there be an addition of a municipality to the Agreement, GCHD’s Chief Executive Officer
and/or designee shall be tasked with amending the Animal Services Funding Formula to reflect the
expense contribution of the joining municipality and presenting said formula to all Parties for review and
deliberation prior to its effectuation. Upon finalization, the revised Funding Formula shall replace the
existing one, affixed to this Agreement as Attachment A, which shall become operative immediately at the
time in which the amended Agreement is wholly executed.

VI. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

A. Interlocal Cooperation

GCHD, the County and the Cities agree to cooperate with each other in good faith at all times
during the term of this Agreement in order to achieve the purposes and intent of this Agreement. Each
Party to this Agreement acknowledges and represents that this Agreement has been executed by its duly
authorized representative.

B. Amendment/No Assignment

This Agreement contains the entire agreement between the Parties and supersedes all prior
understandings and agreements between the Parties regarding such matters. This Agreement may not be
modified or amended except by written agreement executed by all Parties. No Party may assign this
Agreement in whole or in part without the prior written consent of every other participant Party.

C. Interpretation

The Parties acknowledge and confirm that this Agreement has been entered into pursuant to the
authority granted under the Interlocal Cooperation Act, and that all terms and conditions herein are to be
construed and interpreted as intended by this Act.

D. Invalid Provisions

Should any provision of this Agreement be found or deemed to be invalid, this Agreement shall
be construed as not containing the invalid provision, and all other provisions which are otherwise
lawful will remain in full force and effect.

E. Applicable Law

This Agreement is governed by the law of the State of Texas. Exclusive venue for any dispute
arising under this Agreement is in Galveston County, Texas.

F. Notice

Any notice required or permitted under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be delivered
in person, or mailed via certified mail, return receipt requested with proper postage affixed, or may be
transmitted electronically to the applicable party at the physical or electronic mailing address as provided
within Attachment B.
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G. Public Information Act

The County and the Cities understand that GCHD is legally considered a special purpose district
and thus governed by the Texas Public Information Act, Chapter 552 of the Texas Government Code.
This Agreement and all written information generated under this Agreement is therefore subject to release
under the Public Information Act.

H. Immunity Retained

No Party hereto waives or relinquishes any immunity or defense on behalf of itself, its trustees,
officers, employees and agents as a result of its execution of this Agreement and performance of the
covenants contained herein. Each Party to the Agreement specifically reserves any claim it may have to
sovereign, qualified, or official immunity as a defense to any action arising from this Agreement.

I. Current Revenues

Pursuant to Section 791.011(d)(3) of the Texas Government Code, the Cities and County must
make payments for services rendered through this Agreement from current revenues available to the

paying party.
J. Billing Procedure

GCHD shall bill the County and each City at the beginning of each quarter of the fiscal year for
its respective portion of the animal services’ annual operating expense, and the County and Cities agree to
submit payments to GCHD in accordance with the terms set forth under the Texas Prompt Payment Act.

K. Entire Agreement

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement of the Parties. No oral or written statements,
agreements, promises, conditions, assurances, covenants or other terms with respect to covenants,
whether written or verbal, not expressly set forth in this Agreement or expressly incorporated herein shall
be of any force or effect. The County and Cities shall rely solely upon the representation and terms
contained in this Agreement.

L. Binding Effect

Each Party represents and warrants for itself that the Party is acting by and through its governing
body and that the individual executing this Agreement on its behalf has the full power and authority to do
so and to legally bind the Party to this Agreement. Each Party shall become bound to this Agreement
when the Agreement is executed by all Parties hereto.

- The rest of this page has intentionally been left blank---------------------
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Galveston County Health District:

Kaﬂ,‘j ,53—4.\moo /oYl

Kathy BarrosoV Date
Chief Executive Officer

ATTEST:
““% an %‘/ /e @égﬁ/L /6-Y-/4
"~ Amanda Taber Date
Executive Assistant
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Galveston County, Texas:

é’ﬂ’m 07/2 '7//;

Mark A. Henry e Date
County Judge

Date
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City of Bayou Vista, Texas:

J%)mu‘// A G %4’/ 9‘"657& ~é

Daniel Konyha ¢ = Date
Mayor /
ATTEST:
@A‘Q’ W f ol
Paula Eshel Date

City Secretary
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City of Hitchcock, Texas:

nthony Matranga
Mayor

ATTEST:
g_-_@u.mm VA,
ucy'\Dieringgr O
City Secretary :

gmm_&_lr_,_g___,
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Date

9/29/11

Date
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City of Kemah, Texas:

(o ﬁ /’) Pl I2.
Carl Joiner Date
Mayor

ATTEST:

Carolyn Ahderson Date
City Secretary
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City of LLa Marque, Texas:

“I%.hhy Hocking
Mavor

ATTEST:

Robin Eldridge
City Clerk

Galvesion County Amal Services Interlocal Agreemenil

L2 1 20/6

Date

/2.1.206

Date
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City of Texas City, Texas:
y /5 i
Matthéw Doyle = Date
Mayor
ATTEST:
% . 0/5 /e
u . Date

City Secretary
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ayor

%f:mon Telschick ( 'T&H-Q&h}/ C.K)

ATTEST:

b Rt

Brandee Lawther
City Secretary
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///Z 5// &

Date *

[ 151

Date
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