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Galveston County Drowning / Near-Drowning Cases Reported for 2003

Summary prepared by Galveston County Health District Epidemiology Department, 2/2004

Drownings and near-drownings are “notifiable conditions” which should be reported to health departments in Texas.  A near-drowning is defined as suffocation due to submersion which does not result in death within 24 hours.  For calendar year 2003 Galveston County Health District collected reports of 16 drownings and 13 near-drownings which occurred in Galveston County.  Reports are obtained from death records, hospitals, emergency medical services, Galveston Beach Patrol, the Galveston County Medical Examiner, and the Galveston County Daily News.

The number of drownings (16) was similar to that of other recent years but the reported near-drownings (13) were less numerous than in any other year since reporting of these events began in 1995.  

As usual, male victims (22) out-numbered female (7) by a substantial margin.  The 16 drowning victims were all males.  Young adults (age 20-29) were most likely to be victims in 2003.  Ages ranged from 3 to 55 years.  The majority of victims (59%) were under age 30.

25 (86%) of the Galveston County incidents reported in 2003 occurred in the City of Galveston.  Only 2 reported incidents occurred in swimming pools.  18 incidents (62%) occurred at beaches.  
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5 beach incidents occurred in areas guarded by lifeguards.  One victim at a guarded beach drowned in choppy water conditions after reported drug and alcohol use.  Among the 13 incidents at unguarded beaches, 8 of the victims drowned.  Beach incidents were most numerous on Saturdays (5) and Sundays (4).  Most beach incidents occurred in the afternoon or evening.  Among the 17 beach incidents for which the time was reported, 59% occurred from 1 pm to 8:35 pm.

June was the most dangerous month in 2003 (7 incidents including 4 drownings).

Swimming/wading was the most common activity before the submersion incidents (45% of total).  Boating accounted for 3 incidents.  3 victims were wade-fishing and one was fishing from a jetty.  There were a wide variety of “other” activities including 3 unknown.  2 incidents, both drownings, were work-related in 2003.  One was a fall from an oil platform and the other resulted from a boat capsize in a storm.

Harris County was the most frequent county of residence for victims (13) in 2003, followed by Galveston County (8).  Ages of the Galveston County resident victims ranged from 3 to 47 years.  5 Galveston County victims drowned.  All were males, ranging in age from 16 to 47.

Beach safety information can be obtained at www.galvestonbeachpatrol.com .

A detailed 5-year summary of reported Galveston County drownings and near-drownings is available at www.gchd.org/epidemiology/reports.htm 
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[image: image4.wmf]Figure 4.  Activity before Incident, 2003
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